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This  i s  thc  th i rd  cd i t ion  o f  the  neus tc t te r  p roduccd fo r

pas t  and present .  I t s  a in  i s  to  keep r ingers  in

rlr :vr- ' [ , ;s11'111';  i rr  rrr* cr!r i  uchcmc orrrr to sun,nor. isc r.cscarcrr

u s i n g  C E S  d a t a .

C E S  r i n g e r s

touch v  i  th

u c  t  i v  i  t  i c s

Ch i f  f  cha f  f

B I  ackca p

Sedqe
Warbler



Coverage

The d is t r ibu t ion  o f  cES s i tes  vorked in  196g ts  shorn  on  thc  nap be tor .

The pre'ent bias in coverage tosards the south-east shoutd be red,rced

in  19E9 r r i th  th6  in i t ia t ion  o f  tno  nen s i tes  fo r  sco t r ,and (Tay  R ingrng

Group) ,  f i ve  in  nor thern  Engtand,  one in  Ange lsey  and th ree  more  in  the

I
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I l  s , ( , !  l r  [ r l

.  r l r y  s r : r t t b  N

r  w o o d s  6  m i x e d  
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C O N S T A N T  E F F O R T  S I T E S  .  1 9 8 8

t t i d t ands .  t l eed tess  t o  say  H€  a re  s t i t t  hop ing  t o  r eg i s t e r  mo re  nes

s i t es  f o r  
' 19E9  

so  p tease  sp read  t he  yo rd  amongs t  you r  r i ng i ng  f r i eads .

l ' l en t i on  o f  t he  pa r t i a t  r i ng  r e fund  m igh t  he tp !
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T l r e  1 9 8 3  S e a s o n

D e s p i t e  a n o t h e r  d i f f i c u t t  s u m m e r  v e a t h e r v i s e  n o s t  C E s  r i n g e r s  c o m p t e t e d

m o s t  o f  t h e i r  o f  t h e l r  m a i n  v i s i t s .  A t t  t u e t v e  o f  t h e  m a i n  v i s i t s  H e r e

comp te ted  a t  4?  o f  t he  88  s i t es  vo rked  i n  1988  and  a t  t eas t  10  v i s i t s

ve re  comp le ted  a t  68  s i t es .  The re  vas  a  f u r t he r  i nc rease  i n  t he  nunbe r

o f  s i t es  used  i n  t he  ca t cu la t i on  o f  t he  annua t  CES  changes  (pub t i shed

in  t he  l 4a r ch -Ap r i L  ed i t i on  o f  BT0  NE I fS  and  su rnmar i sed  a t  t he  back  o f

t h i s  n e w s t e t t e r )  f r o m  6 2  s i t e s  w o r k e d  i n  b o t h  1 9 8 6  a n d  1 9 8 7  t o  7 5  s i t e s

uo rked  i n  1987  and  1988 .  l l o r c  s i  t es  mea r r s  g rea te r  p rec i s i on  i n  t he

popu Ia t i on  changes  He  de tec t  and  hope fu t t y  a  be t t e r  r eg iona t  cove rage .

Add i t i ona t  cop ies  o f  t he  BT0  NEUS repo r t  a re  ava i t ab te  f r om ne  i f

needed .

Popu ta t i on  Changes

A d u t t  c a p t u r e s  s e r e  v e t t  u p  i n  1 9 8 8  c o m p a r e d  t o  1 9 8 7  w i t h  s i g n i f i c a n t

i nc reases  be ing  reco rded  f o r  f i ve  r es i den t  spec ies  and  t h ree  sunmer

v i s i t o r s .  Ove ra t I  seven teen  o f  t he  twen t y - t h ree  spec ies  t ha t  a re

ve t t - cove red  by  t he  CES scheme  ue re  caugh t  i n  g rea te r  numbers  i n  1988 .

C h i  f f c h a f f  s h o w e d  t h e  t a r g e s t  i n c r e a s e  w i  t h  m o r e  t h a n  t H i  c e  a s  m a n y

adu t t s  be ing  caugh t  i n  1988  compared  t o  1987 .  Reed  t t a rb te r  was  t he

o n t y  s p e c i e s  t o  s h o w  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  d e c t i n e  i n  t h e  n u m b e r s  o f  a d u t t s

caugh t .  Th i s  r esu t t  vas  I a rgc ' t y  a  consequence  o f  a  ' oa j o r  r educ t i on  i n

l l r r :  n r r r n l r r . r ' :  o f  l l r : r : r l  l . , l i t r l r l r r - ,  r ; ; r u l l l t l  i l t  a : l i r r l l l c  r r : , : r l  l r l r l : ; i t r :  i n  l i : : l r : x -

I f  t h i s  s i t e  i s  e x c t u d e d  f r o r n  t h e  a n a t y s i s  t h e  d e c t i n e  i n  R e e d  U a r b t e r
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nuobers  i s  no  tonger  s ign i f i can t .

Juven i tes  uer i  genera t ty  less  abundant  on  CES s i tes  in  198E,  bu t  th is

nay i  re l t  ind ica te  a  t re tu rn  to  norna t i t y .  a f te r  the  except ionat

breed ing  success  o t  1987.  Changes in  the  p€ fcentages  o f  juven i tes  o f

th rec  o f  the  ra rb te r  spec ies  caught  a t  CES s i tes  a re  shoyn on  the  f ron t

c o v e r  o f  t h i s  n e e s t e t t e r .

200
Adul t  captures

1 5 0

100

Reed
Warb le r

1 9 8 1  8 2 8 3 84  85
Yea r

* * * * *  RARIT IES  r * * * *

Th i s  yea r  r i ng i ng  a t  cons tan t  e f f o . t  s i t es  has  t h ro r . n  up  i t s  usua t

cnop  o f  r a r i t i e s .  Some  o f  t hc  oo re  no tab t4  ca t ches  r . e re :

Spo t t cd  C rake  (Dy fed )
Grecn  Sandp ipe r  ( ' r l e s t  Yo rksh i r e )
S a v i ' s  t { a r b t e r  ( L e i c e s t e r s h i r e )
Aquat ic lJacbter  ( i t t id-Gtamorgan)
L o n g - E a r r e d  O w [  ( L i n c o t n s h i r e  a n C  K i t d a r e )
G r e a t  G r c y  S h r i k r  ( i - i r t c o t n s h i r e )
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+ * * * *  l l a b i  t a t s  * r * * *

T h e  C E S  s c h e n e  a i m s  p r i m a r i t y  t o  m o n i t o r  p o p u t a t i o n  c h a n g e s  i n  s c r u b

and  ce t t and  hab i t a t s  t hough  uood tand  s i t es  a re  a t so  accep ted -  l r l any  CES

s i t es  a re  oade  up  o f  pa t ches  o f  d i f f e ren t  hab i t a t  t ypes  and  t he

des igna t i on  o f  : ach  s i t e  as  e i t he r  He t t and ,  d r y  sc rub  o r  i r ood tand  i s

no t  a t r . l a ys  s t r a i gh t f o r r . a rd .  A  poss ib te  so lu t i on  t o  t h i s  p rob ten  i s  t o

use  t h4  spec ies  ca t ch  co f i pos i t i on  o f  each  s i t e  as  an  i nd i ca to r  o f  t he

h a b i t a t  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h a t  s i t e  a n d  I  a m  c u r r e n t t y  t o o k i n g  i n t o  t h i s .

' Je  do  s t i t I  necd  aL t  CaS  r i 6ge rs  t o  comp te te  t he  g reen  hab i t a t  f o rms

atthough sketch maps are not  nos required every \ /ea".  I f  r re can

pc rsuade  i l e rg  r i 6ge rs  t o  j o i n  t he  CES scheme  i t  shou td  be  poss ib te  i n

t he  f r r t u re  t o  ca t cu ta te  hab i t a t - spec i f i c  i nd i ces  f o r  t hose  spec ies  t ha t

q66u r  i n  bo th  ye t  and  d "y  hab i t a t s  i n  a  s im ia ta r  L ray  t o  t he  Comnon

E i rds  gen t r .  1o6 " t .

* * * * *  B -R ING FoR  PCtS  * * * r *

t Je  a re  happy  t o  announce  t ha t  e  ncu  se t  o f  co re  p rog rams  f r om the  BBC

B-RING package has not{  been converted for  use on f lS-DOS based

m ic ro - conpu te r s .  Th i s  i nc tudes  t he  IE t l  PC  and  t he  AMSTRAD 151211640 -

The  cu r ren t  se t  o f  conve r t ed  p rgg rsms  a t t os  t he  use r  t o  i npu t  and  s to re

r i n g i n g  d a t a ,  t o  p r i n t  s c h e d u t e s  a n d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  v a r i o u s  c r o s s

t a b u t a t i o n s  ( i n c t u d i n g  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  a g e - s p e c i f i c  t o t a t s  t i s t s ) .

T h e  s t a t i s t i c a I  a n d  C E S - r e t a t e d  f a c i  I i t i e s  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  B B C  v e r s i o n

o f  B -R ING v i t I  be  conve r t ed  i n  due  cou rse  and  pu rchase rs  o f  t he  cu r ren t

P C  v e r s i o n  H i t l ,  b c  e n t i t t e d  t o  f r e e  u p d a t e s  o f  f u t u r e  v e r s i o n s .

l'



' r , l e  h o p e  t h a t  t h i s  f  a c i  I i  t y  H i  L  l  e n c o u r a g e  r , : . ?  C E S  r i n g c r s  t o

c o m l ) t r l r e r i s 4  t h " i .  d a t a -  I h i s  a 9 1  o n t y  m a k n s  i .  s a S i . r r  f o r  r i r r g e r s  t o

a n a t y s e  t h e i r  6 e q  d a t a ,  b u t  a t s o  . e d u c e s  t h c  L i k i . . , r c o d  o f  q d r o r s  a n d

saves  t he  BT0  t imq  and  money  spcn t  i npu t i ng  da t€ .  The  cu r ren t  ve r s i on

o f  B -R ING fo r  PCs  i s  ava i t ab t c  no *  on  f t oppy  d i s t  ; ' o r  f t o , oo  t " o r  l , | i t t

P e a c h  i n  t h e  R i n g i n g  0 f f i c e .

**r**  I I ITERIIATIoNAL NEWS **rr**

C o n s t a n t  e f f g r t  r i 6 g i n g  s e e m s  t o  b e  c a t c h i n g  o n  p : r t i c u t a r t y  i n  E u r o p e .

s i r n i a t a r  s c h e m e s  t o  t h c  B r i t i s h  c E S  a r e  n o s  b e i n g  s e t  u p  i n  F i n t a n d ,

F r a n c e ,  t h e  N e t h e r t a n d s ,  D e n m a r k  a n d  t h e  U . S , A .  I n t e r e s t e d  t e t t e r s  o f

e n q u i n y  h a v e  a t s o  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  f r 6 6  N e v  Z e a t a n d ,  S p a i n  a n d  I s r a c t .

The  [ ong - runn ing  Ge rman -Aus t r i an t l . l e t t nau -Re i t - I t i . n i t z -p rog ramr  emp toys

a  r a t h e r  d i f f e r e n t  f o r m  o f  c o n s t a n t  e f f o r t  r i n g i n ;  ( t h r e e  l a r g e  r i n g i n g

s ta t i o r r s  r ' a r r ned  eve ry  day  be tHeen  t he  end  o f  June  and  t he  beg inn ing  o f

Nove rnbe r )  t o  mon i t o r  songb i rd  popu ta t i ons  on  m ig i a t i on  t h rough  cen t ra t

E u r s p q .  I n  a  p u b L i s h e d  a n a t y s i s  o f  t h e l r  f i n d i n g s  ( * )  p r o f  p e t e r

B e r t h o t d  a n d  h i s  c o t t e a g u e s  r e p o r t  t h a t  o f  J 7  s p r c i e s  i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  2 6

(70x )  had  dec t i ncd  be tween  1974  and  1983 .  some  o f  t he  l a rges t  dec t i nes

e e r e  s a e n  i n  R e d s t a r t ,  l r h i n c h a t ,  G r e a t  R e e d . v J a r l q r ,  A q u a t i c  i l a r b t e r  a n d

L q s s e r  u h i t e t h r o a t -  A s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e s e  v o r r y i n g  f i n d i n g s  t h e

Ger66 ; ' 1  gove rnnen t  has  recqn t t y  gua ran teed  f u r l he r  f unds  t o  con t i nue

t h i s  s 1 r r 4 y .

*  B e r t h o l d ,  P . .  F l ; 4 g e ,  G - ,  e u e r n e e ,  U _  &  l J i n k t e r ,  H .  f i 9 g 6 ) _  T h e

deve topmen t  o f  songb i rd  popu ta t i ons  i n  cen t ra i  au .ope :  AnaLys i s  o f

t r app ing  da ta .  Jou rna l  f u r  O rn i t ho tog ie ,  1Z l ,  Nunoe r  4 ,  S9 l - 437 .



i r * l *  Resea t ch  * * , r * t * t

S i nce  I  s t a r t ed  a t  t he  BT0  i n  Ju t y  r 88  I  have  spen t  mos t  o f  r ny  r eseacch

i ime  t ook ing  a t  D IFFERENCES IN  CAPTURE TRENDS BETUEEN CES S ITES .  The

2ve ra t t  changes  i n  cap tu res  t ha t  a re  pub t i shed  each  yea r  a re  s i ap t y  an

,3ve rd t I  t r eod  ca t cu ta ted  by  agg rega t i ng  changes  a t  a I t  s i t es .  i l hen  I

i , ooked  f o r  d i f f e rences  be t r r een  s i t es  i t  sas  encou rag ing  t o  f i nd  t ha t

l o r  nos t  spec ies  t he  adu t t  t r ends  d i d  no t  d i f f e r  s i gn i f i can t l , y  be t , r een

r i t e s  -  c a p t u r e  t r e n d s  o n  i n d i v i d u a t  s i t e s  a r e  u s u a t t y  s i m i t a r  t o  t h e

rve ra t t  t r end .  Th i s  vas  no t  t r ue  o f  j uven i t e  cap tu res ,  houeve r ,  r . i t h

t r e n d s  o f t e n  d i f f c r i n g  b e t H e e n  s i t e s .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e s c

l i f f e rences  nay  be  t he  resu t t  o f  unusua t t y  I a rge  cap tu res  o f  young

r i r d s  o n  a  s i n g t e  v i s i t  p r e s u m a b l y  a s  a  t a r g e ' f t o c k ' m o v c  t h r o u g h  t h e

i i t c .  Any  t hough t s  on  t h i s  vou td  be  ve t come .

The  o the r  cu r ren t  r esea rch  t op i c  i s  t he  es t ima t i on  o f  ADULT  SURVIVAL

TATES us ing  re t r ap  da ta  f r om CES s i  t es .  The re  a re  t i { o  gene ra I

app roaches  t o  t he  ca t cu ta t i on  o f  su r v i va t  r a tes .  One  uses  t he  recove ry

ra te  o f  r i nged  b i r ds  as  an  i ndex  o f  mo r ta l i t y  vh i t s t  t he  o the r  uses  t he

re t r ap  ra te  be t reen  yea t s  as  a  d i r ec t  measu le  o f  su r v i va t .  The  p rob ten

v i t h  t he  f i r s t  o f  t hese  app roaches  i s  t ha t  f o r  many  spec ies

pa r t i cu ta r i t y  t he  ua rb te r s  -  r ecovc ry  r a tes  a re  ve ry  t ou  (as  aL t  CES

r i nge rs  r i t t  knos  ! ! )  uh i ch  rneans  t ha t  ve r y  t a rge  numbers  vou td  need

i o  b e  r i n g e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  s e n s i b t e  e s t i t n a t e s  o f  s u r v i v a t .  T h e

second  app roach  i s  an  a t t r ac t i ve  a t t e rna t i ve  bu t  t o  da te  has  on t y  been

r s e d  o n  r e t r a p  d a t a  f r o m  s i n g t e  r i n g i n g  s i t e s .  T h e  n e x t  s t e p  i s  t o

: omb ine  re t r ap  da ta  f r om more  t han  o r ' t u  s i t e  t o  p rov i de  ,  an  cve ra t t

: s t i o a t e  o f  a d u t t  s u r v i v a t  b e t w e e n  y e a r s .  U e  a r e  t o o k i n g  a t  t h i s  n o u .



***** 1989 *****

The con ing  CES season is  t i ke ly  to  bq  a  fasc lna t ing  and i [por tan t  year

for thr scheme. t{ i l . l ,  the atready r$ott?n resldent adutt pogutations

cont lnue to  inc rease a f t r r  ye t  anoth" r  r l td  y in te r  and i f  th ty  do  9 i t t

productivi ty be affccted ? f i t t  Rced l farbter nunbers contlnue to fatt

a f te r  the i r  d issappo in t ing  penfor rancc  ln  1988 ?  T l l , t  t ro  o f  the

keener CES ringcrs repeat tast years 37 (!) and 47 (yes, torty-s?vcn'

!  !  )  C?S vi si  ts ? . . .  .  I fATCH THIS SPACE

Fina l ty .  I  r rou td  L ike  to  ye tcone aboard  the  tue tvo  ne*  s i tes  tha t  have

reglotcred for 1989 and ylsh at l .  CES rlngcrs the best of luck for the

conlng season.

l l i t I  Pqach  (CES o rgan i se r )

Februaryr  1989.

?
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' l 'ablc 
2' changcs in lhe pcrcenragc of juvcni les caught on cES sirts lrom l9g7 to l9EE.

Species
Paired sites 1987-l9g|

n Total o/o juv Totot o/o juv Di!! in
1987 t987 1988 tgt| o/o juv

Wren
Dunnock
Robin
l l l lck hirr l
Srlrrg l  l rru:r lr
Sedge Warbler
Reed Warbler
Lesscr Whirethroar
Whircthronr
Garden Warbler
Blackcap
Chiffchaff
Willow Warblcr
Long+ailed Tir
Bluc Tit

.Grcat Tir
Chaffinch
Greenfinch
Linnct
Redpoll
llullfinch
Rccd Bunting
Treecrecpcr

931
7t6
767
818
2tf)

t305
2273
?85
s24
403

I  tE6
690

2479
473

t923
912
4 t 5
r09
t22
125
531
358
t33

n = number of paircd sitcs
Total = total nunrber of adults plus .iuvcniles capturecl

9o juv = pcrcenrage of caplurcs which were luvcrriles
diff in ?o juv = c7o juvcniles 1988 minus go juvcniles 1986. = statisrically significant change at 5go level

56
56
55
5(r
' t l

36
33
74
3.)
45
52
42
59
37
58
55
40
t 7
9

t 3
53
33
26

' l  ( r

60
52
55
65
5 t
74
84
68
64
84
80
44
39
30
35
4t
40
80

I  r95
848
9 r 6
9t2
.u.l

t2t9
l 695
270
501
391

r  r93
n76
2678
455

|  4 1 8
805
438
136
l 3 t
196
562
370
r08

42
52
45
50
62
43
68
80
67
65
75'17

3'l
29
t2
27
35
43
62

- l
+ l
- 9 r
- 3
- 7
- t 0
+ 2
- 8
_ 8 r
+ 3
-  l 8 r

75
63
82
,l(r

'16

58
78
40

+ l
- 5
- 4

6
' l

- 8
- 7
- 5
- 3
- 8
- 6
- 4

T

February  1g8g


