Red-crested Pochard (Netta rufina) movements

This is a Palearctic species breeding locally across southern and central Europe to west and
central Asia. The Red-crested Pochard is migratory or partially migratory, except for a small
feral population in the UK, which is largely sedentary. In western Europe wintering
concentrations occur in southern Germany and Switzerland and locally in Spain. The mgjor
wintering concentrations occur around the Caspian Sea and eastwards into Turkmenistan.

The Red-crested Pochard has been ringed in low numbers in Europe and the largest numbers
of recoveries have been received from birds ringed in Denmark, Germany, Russia and Spain.
From the months December — February most recoveries are reported in western and southern
Europe and a few also in the area of the Black and Caspian Seas. A few recoveries are
reported in southern Russia and southern Siberia during the breeding season. A concentration
of recoveries is found in the Sea of Azov during autumn and this is also known as an
important wintering site for Red-crested Pochard. Birds breeding in western Europe are
partially migratory and move only short distances. Eastern and southeastern European and
Russian breeders winter in the area of the Black and Caspian Seas, while birds breeding in
Turkey and Azerbaijan winter in Egypt and southwest Asia. The species is known to perform
moult migrations and birds from southern France gather in lakes in southern Germany and
Switzerland, Principally the Boden See (Lake Constance).
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Table 1: Summary of the movements of Red-crested Pochard (Netta rufina) from the literature based on published information and ring recoveries in the EURING Data

Bank.

Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina

Distribution: Palaearctic, from Iberia across southern and central Europe to west and central Asia

Moult: partly at Lake Constance, SW Baltic, Netherlands

Population Autumn Migration Wintering / Non-breeding Grounds Spring Migration References
(or part of population)
direction / via During location during direction / via during
Northern Europe (Sweden, SSW, via Netherlands ? | from Aug Lake Constance (Germany), France, Italy, Spain, to Apr  |1,4,5
Netherlands, Denmark Netherlands, Denmark
(occasionally))
Central European (Germany, (partially migratory) S-France, Iberia 8, own data
Austria)
SE-Europe Black Sea, East Mediterranean 8
Turkey Black Sea, East Mediterranean
Eastern European (Poland, Czech Black Sea region (probably east as far as Caspian 1,8
Republic, Slovak Rep.) sea)
European Russia east to Volga North Caspian 8
Delta
Central Asia Caspian and Black Sea region, SW-Asia 8
Transcaspian breeding population Eastern Caspian, SW-Asia 8
Turkey, Azerbajian Egypt, Asia, India 1
Krasnovodsk-north Cheleken increasing numbers into south Caspian region 8

Bays, Lake Sarakamysh

during cold winters; Iran, increasing during cold
winters
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Figure 2. Country of ringing and numbers of recoveries of birds featured in maps of finding
locations - Red-crested Pochard (Netta rufina).



